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Runaway Youth and the 
CSEC Connection



Human Trafficking/Sexual Exploitation 

Human Trafficking of children is the 
recruitment, harboring, transportation, 
provision of obtaining of a child for labor or 
sexual exploitation through the use of force, 
fraud, or coercion. Sex trafficking does not 
require that there be force, fraud, or 
coercion if the victim is under 18 years of 
age. 
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✔ Child Sex Trafficking

✔ Child pornography (CSAM)

✔ Sexting 

✔ Sextortion 

✔ On-line live performance

✔ Child sex tourism

All 

Forms of 

CSEC

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNCYp86k7cYCFQ4-iAod4nMNbQ&url=http://whqr.org/post/coastline-bringing-human-trafficking-out-shadows&ei=ecmuVZD4PI78oATi57XoBg&bvm=bv.98197061,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNFN7z5mjxyiW1q3ukLIPcMIbeHVKA&ust=1437604536148521
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Force, Fraud, and Coercion
FORCE 

Beating/Slapping 

Beating with Objects (bat, 

tools, chains, belts, 

hangers, canes, cords) 

Burning 

Sexual Assault 

Rape/Gang Rape 

Physical Confinement

Torture Practices 

Seasoning/Initiation 

FRAUD 

False promises 

Deceitful enticing and 

affectionate behavior 

Withholding wages 

Lying about working conditions 

Lying about the promise of “a 

better life” 

Preying on desperation and 

poverty 

Blackmail, extortion 

COERCION 

Threats of serious harm or 

restraint 

Threatened abuse of legal 

process 

Intimidation/Humiliation (Pimp 

circle) 

Emotional Abuse 

Climate of Fear 

Controlling daily life

Creating dependency 

Establishing quotas 
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So how does CSEC/Human Trafficking 
connect with runaways and 

homelessness?
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In two separate studies, nearly all trafficked 
youth surveyed had experienced 

homelessness or significant housing 
instability, and their exploitation occurred 

while they were homeless.

Issue Brief: Human Trafficking Prevention – Strategies for 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Settings 
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They ask to meet in person

The youth may find themself being trafficked

They want to meet the  youth on another social media app.

They may want photos They may ask about their life

Meet an online predator in one a social media sites.

Spark a conversation
They want to get to know the 

youth

Sextortion or worse

Testing the Waters

Gaining Information

Gaining Trust



Adding to Your 
Community Toolbox



Why use a screening tool?
○ Improve identification of victims which will 

expedite access to services and care
○ Give truer prevalence estimates and cross-

system communication regarding the 
number of exploited youth

○ Facilitate data-driven decision-making and 
influence policymakers

○ Ensure that multiple child-serving settings 
have the capacity to screen youth so there is 
no closed door for youth

CSE-IT (Commercial Sexual Exploitation –
Identification Tool)



CSEC At-Risk- minimum of two (2) 
of the following indicators: 
○ prior sexual trauma 
○ frequent AWOL/homeless 
○ solicitation charges 
○ probation or law enforcement involvement 
○ history of hard substance abuse 
○ branding tattoos 
○ frequent truancy 
○ relationship with much older adult 
○ unusual use of technology to research, advertise, or solicit sexual 

activity

CSEC At-Risk



CSE-IT Tool Level of Concern

No Concern: There is no 
reason to believe that the child 
is being sexually exploited, 

or there is not enough 
information to determine at this 
time. This rating does not state 
that sexual exploitation 
categorically does not exist, but 
indicates that based on the 
current information available, 
there is no reason to address 
sexual exploitation as a concern. 

Possible Concern: The 
child may be at risk for sexual 
exploitation but there is either 
not enough information available 
for the current behaviors and 
circumstances do not clearly 
indicate the presence of 
exploitation.

Clear Concern: There 
are numerous indicators present 
that suggest a high level of risk 
for sexual exploitation and 
should immediately be addressed 
by the assigned social worker in 
the form of an MDT or other 
services available to prevent 
further exploitation. 
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The Cool Aunt Series

https://www.thecoolauntseries.com/

courses/riversidecounty
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Formally 

Center Against 

Sexual Assault 

MillionKids

https://form.jotform.com/220114804947150

https://form.jotform.com/220114804947150


Operation SafeHouse at 

951-351-4418

OR  Use the What’sUp? 

SafeHouse APP
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Krystal Elliott
CSEC Analyst 

Kelliott@rivco.org

951-313-9342
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